Homework assignment week 5

1. Read the article, ‘Engelse grammatica in de klas: doeltaal, moedertaal of beide? Wat willen     wij nu eigenlijk? by Judith van Aalst and Jerry Lustig and answer the following questions:
a.  Give a brief description of the situation in the Netherlands regarding the use of the target language in the classroom according to Aalst and Lustig (2008)
. 
Answer: English is not always used a lot in the classroom nowadays.
b. What do Aalst and Lustig (2008) claim are the main reasons for teachers not using the target language in the classroom even though they might want to?
Answer: The teachers are anxious that the theory is not understood by their pupils.
2. Complete the following questionnaire according to your own beliefs and attitude towards   using the target language. 
Student Teacher Questionnaire on Target Language Use

The purpose of this brief questionnaire is to elicit student teachers’ views on the use of the target language in foreign language classrooms. Please answer the questions as honestly as you can. 
Not everyone agrees on the extent to which foreign language teachers should speak in the target language in their classes. Some people maintain that teachers should speak in the target language nearly all the time, while others argue that it is neither possible nor desirable to do so. What are your own feelings about speaking in English in your classroom?


a.  What factors might discourage you from using the target language (English) in class? 
Answer: The fear of making mistakes and not explaining the theory correctly.

b.  What might be the advantages of using the target language (TL) in class? Give 3 possible reasons. 

Answer: an increase in the vocabulary, as a teacher you can recognise mistakes pupils make easier and the pupil’s speaking level will increase a lot.   
c.  What might be the disadvantages of using the TL in class? Give 2 possible reasons.
Answer: students might not understand important things or might lose self-confidence after making mistakes. 
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3. 
If you were to set a goal to speak in the target language, what percentage of the time would it be?
Answer: Because of the things I have seen in schools, in video’s and what I have been told by other teachers I am convinced that, speaking a lot of English in class is extremely beneficial to the pupils. That doesn’t mean that Dutch should be excluded from an English lesson, but it should be used as a tool to help the pupils learn the English language. Therefore I would try to do 95-95 % of my lesson in English.
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